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State Plan Guidance for Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2016

TO: State SNAP-Ed Cooperators

The Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) is pleased to release the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program Education (SNAP-Ed) State Plan Guidance for
Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2016. This document provides guidance to States for
planning and implementing SNAP-Ed, with a continued focus on enhancing the
program in accordance with the intent of the Healthy, Hunger Free Kids Act of
2010 (HHFKA) and the SNAP: Nutrition Education and Obesity Prevention
Grant Program Interim Rule, which codified the provisions of the HHFKA. This
Guidance highlights State requirements and supersedes all prior Guidance.

This year FNS expanded the range of stakeholders providing input on the
Guidance by forming a virtual work group of partners with expertise in
implementing policy, systems, and environmental (PSE) change interventions for
SNAP-Ed target audiences. The work group also possessed experience in
identifying opportunities for evaluation using Program funds and provided
comments on the overall SNAP-Ed Guidance. FNS thanks the work group
members and the constituencies they represent for their time and detailed expert
comments that improve this document.

States have made great strides in their efforts to implement HHFKA provisions
and expand nutrition education and obesity prevention interventions through new
and innovative approaches. The FFY 2016 Guidance emphasizes that States must
include only evidence-based interventions delivered through educational and
promotional activities, multilevel interventions, and community and public health
approaches including PSE change efforts. The Guidance also highlights the need
for evaluation of SNAP-Ed interventions to demonstrate program impacts. FNS
commends States for the continued, diligent efforts to improve SNAP-Ed and
showcase its impact.

In our effort to continually improve the Guidance, we have incorporated changes
to better define the SNAP-Ed delivery approaches and describe how they can
work together. We have included more resources that are cited throughout the
document with links that direct States to explore topics in greater detail; and we
have added more examples. FNS encourages States to not limit themselves to
these examples but to be creative in identifying promising interventions that could
be implemented and evaluated in SNAP-Ed.
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For FFY 2016, SNAP-Ed programming is authorized for $411 million nationally.
SNAP-Ed grant funding allocations in FF'Y 2016 continue to be based on the
HHFKA formula, with SNAP participation factoring into the formula at a greater
weight. The ratio of the base SNAP-Ed expenditures to participation is 70/30 for
FFY 2016, and will continue to evolve until the ratio of expenditures to
participation is 50/50 in FFY 2018. We have attached the State FFY 2016
estimated allocations chart for your planning purposes. Since the participation
figures to compute the final 2016 State funding are not yet available, the attached
estimated allocations are for planning purposes only and do not reflect final State
allocations. Please be reminded that SNAP-Ed allocations are subject to the
availability of Federal funds.

The SNAP-Ed Strategies and Interventions: An Obesity Prevention Toolkit for
States developed through FNS collaboration with the National Collaborative on
Childhood Obesity Research (NCCOR) was revised in May 2014. The Toolkit
contains a wide range of strategies and interventions including PSE change
interventions that have been identified as appropriate for SNAP-Ed programs.
FNS intends to continue updating the toolkit with more evidence-based strategies
and interventions. We encourage States and implementing agencies to submit
additional ideas for strategies and interventions to consider for future inclusion in
the toolkit.

Thank you for your continued efforts in support of SNAP-Ed. The Guidance and
SNAP-Ed Interventions Toolkit are available in pdf format on the SNAP-Ed
Connection Web site at: http://snap.nal.usda.gov. As always, we welcome your
comments on the Guidance and ask that you direct them through your FNS
Regional Office contacts.
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