
Models of Food Stamp Nutrition Education and Evaluation
 Demonstration Project Selection Criteria
Screen-out Requirements – Applications must meet each of the following criteria to be scored by the Demonstration Project Selection Committee.  If any of the following conditions are not met, the proposal will be considered non-responsive and eliminated from further consideration.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Reference check with State Agencies and Regional FSNE liaisons has revealed no evidence of past issues with fiscal or program integrity, or other outstanding issues, in the last 2 years.  If Corrective Action Plans were required, all CAP findings were addressed.  There is no evidence that the applicant has failed to adequately track State matching funds.
See the first check box in Part I on page 3 of the Application.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The proposal includes letters of support from State and local FSNE agencies indicating that they are aware and approve of the proposed intervention.  Letters should also indicate that these agencies agree to their role, if any, in the proposed demonstration project, as described.
See Step #4 on page 2 of the Application.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The proposal explicitly states the intention of the proposed demonstration project to cooperate with the independent, FNS evaluation.  Specifically, they agree to:

· Provide access to individuals participating in the project’s nutrition education intervention

· Assist with the identification of a control or comparison group and facilitate access to individuals in the evaluation control or comparison group
· Attend two meetings at FNS headquarters in Alexandria, Virginia

· Make every effort to maintain the integrity of the FNS impact evaluation
· Access the $100,000 incentive payment through agreements with the FNS evaluation contractor.

See the second check box and subsequent bulleted check boxes in Part I on page 3 of the Application.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The proposed demonstration project may target a maximum of two goals at least one of which is from the list below:
· Eat fruits and vegetables every day

· Eat whole grains every day

· Drink/eat nonfat or low-fat milk or milk products every day

· Balance calorie intake from foods and beverages with calories expended
If the proposed demonstration project chooses a second goal it must be 1) selected from the list above, 2) include physical activity every day as part of a healthy lifestyle, or 3) another specific healthy eating behavior.
See Part III, enumeration 1, Project Level Goals & Objectives on page 7 of the Application.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The proposed demonstration project targets food stamp eligibles as defined in the FY09 FSNE Guidance (p. 9). 

See Part III, enumeration 2, Description of Project/Intervention, “Audience” and “Focus on FSP Eligibles” on page 8 of the application.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The proposed demonstration project includes its own impact or outcome evaluation through which it will measure participant behavior change and, thus, the success of its nutrition education intervention. 
See Part III, enumeration 2, Description of Project/Intervention, “Key Performance Measures/Indicators” on page 9 of the application; and Part III, enumeration 3, Evaluation Plans, third bullet, narrative about the “proposed impact/outcome evaluation”.
Scored Criteria
Each proposal that meets the screening criteria described above will be technically evaluated against the following criteria.  The maximum number of points assigned to each criterion is indicated below.
I. Quality of Intervention Plan (Maximum 30 points)
a. The intervention incorporates FSNE Guidance principles, i.e. (25 points)
i. The intervention targets women and/or children in FSNE or FSNE eligible households. (5 points) 
See Part III, enumeration 2, Description of Project/Intervention, “Audience” and “Focus on FSP Eligibles” on page 8 of the Application.
ii. The intervention incorporates behaviorally-focused messages that are relevant to the target audience. (5 points)
See Part III, enumeration 2, Description of Project/Intervention, Project Description on page 7 of the Application.

iii. The intervention addresses knowledge and/or attitude change. (2 points for both; 1 point for either; zero points for neither)
See Part III, enumeration 2, Description of Project/Intervention, Project Description on page 8 of the Application; and enumeration 3, Evaluation Plans on page 10 of the Application.
iv. The intervention incorporates multiple channels of communication. (2 points) 
See Part III, enumeration 2, Description of Project/Intervention, Project Description on page 8 of the Application.
v. The proposed intensity and/or duration of the intervention provides individuals with multiple exposures to the nutrition education message and is sufficient to produce a significant, measurable effect. (5 points) 
See Part III, enumeration 2, Description of Project/Intervention, Project Description on page 8 of the Application.
vi. The intervention is science-based.  The grant proposal describes and references existing research that demonstrates that the proposed intervention is likely to have its intended impact on the behavior of the proposed target audience.  Evidence can come from the published works of others, or from sound, self-directed research. (3 point) 

See Part II, Needs Assessment Findings, enumerations 1, 2 and 3, on page 5 of the Application; and especially Part III, enumeration 2, Description of Project/Intervention, Summary of Research on page 8 of the Application.
vii. The intervention makes use of available materials that have been tested for clarity and relevance to the target audience, and can be customized to meet local needs. (3 points) 
See Part III, enumeration 2, Description of Project/Intervention, Use of Existing Educational Materials, and Development of New Educational Materials on page 9 of the Application.
b. The intervention and evaluation budget is provided as per FSNE annual guidance. (5 points) 
See Part V, Proposed Budget Summary, on page 12 of the application.
II. Degree to which the proposed demonstration project’s intervention schedule fits the proposed window for FNS baseline and post-test data collection, i.e. the demonstration project intervention will begin and end sometime between March 2010 and September 2010.  (Maximum 5 points) 
See Part III, enumeration 2, Description of Project/Intervention, Project Description, page 7 of the Application.
III. Suitability of the proposed demonstration project for an FNS evaluation using a rigorous impact evaluation design. (Maximum 30 points) 
a. The proposed demonstration project can support the random assignment of multiple units (person, classes, stores, etc.) to treatment and control conditions **OR** the quasi-experimental, non-random assignment of matched units to both treatment and control groups. (20 points)
See Part VI, Capacity to Support Independent FNS Evaluation, section a on pages 13 and 14 of the Application.
b. The proposed demonstration project has indicated that if other nutrition education or promotions are delivered to the target audience they are delivered to both the treatment and control groups during the course of the project.  (10 points) 
See Part VI, Capacity to Support Independent FNS Evaluation, section b on pages 14 and 15 of the Application
IV. Promise for Replication (Maximum 15 points)
a. The grant proposal demonstrates that the implementation of the proposed intervention does not require unusually high levels of resources and technical expertise. (8 points)

See Part IV, Nutrition Education Plan Staffing on page 11 of the Application; and Part V, Nutrition Education Plan Budget Summary for Sub-Grantees on page 12 of the Application.
b. The grant proposal indicates that the materials and/or curricula are available to other nutrition educators and are, or can be made, readily accessible to other nutrition educators for use elsewhere. (7 points) 
See Part III, enumeration 2, Description of Project/Intervention, Use of Existing Educational Materials, and Development of New Educational Materials on page 9 of the Application.  Also see Part III, enumeration 2, Description of Project/Intervention, Project Description on page 8 of the Application.
V. Quality of Staff and Staffing Plan (Maximum 20 points) 
a. The grant proposal staffing plan identifies individuals with key project responsibilities, including Project Managers for the nutrition education intervention and the demonstration project’s impact/outcome evaluation.  The project’s FNS liaison is also identified, and the hours allocated for these roles are indicated and adequate. (10 points)
Documented in the resumes accompanying the Demonstration Project Application.
b. The grant proposal describes a well qualified staff and describes any training that is planned. (10 points)
Documented in the resumes accompanying the Demonstration Project Application.
This document was updated to reflect the increase in the participation incentive amount to $100,000!
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